
   

   

   

   

WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT: 
MODES OF COMMUNICATION 

Learning a language involves communicating via reading, writing, listening and speaking.
The modes of communication explain how the individual skills are used. Each mode is described briefly below. 

SpeakingSpeaking   Reading or  ListeningReading or  Listening   Writ ing or  SpeakingWriting or  Speaking

The interpret ive mode refers  to  the
abi l i ty  to  understand the target
language in  both written and spoken
form. Students may not  understand
every word,  but  are expected to
understand main ideas and key words.
This  is  one-way communicat ion,  so
students must  be able to  understand
the spoken or  written text  on their
own.  Students wi l l  use Engl ish to
demonstrate what  they understand.

Students use the interpersonal  mode of
communicat ion when speaking to
others.  Information is  exchanged;  facial
expressions and gestures are natural  and
important.  Interpersonal  communicat ion
is  spontaneous and unrehearsed,  and
partner  select ion is  random. This  is  the
mode that  measures how well  students
speak the language and is  the mode that
prepares them to interact  with nat ive
speakers in  natural  ways.

The presentat ional  mode al lows
students to  plan and rehearse what
they wi l l  write  or  say.  In writ ing,
students have t ime to draft  and revise
before producing a  f inal
product.  In  speaking,  students may be
able to  rehearse and/or  to  record
mult iple  t imes unt i l  they are sat isf ied
with the f inal  product.  Students create
presentat ions that  wi l l  be shared with
the class and beyond,  when possible.


